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This example combines its rare historical interest with a remarkable state
of preservation. These features led us to register it in our Archive.

This document certifies the registration of the watch in the Archivio Pucci Papaleo,
an independent archive dedicated to the selection and photographic documentation
of highly collectible vintage watches, preserved in excellent overall condition.

The watch accepted into the Archive is photographed in each of its individual parts, thus
establishing its reference identity within the Archive. Acceptance into the Archive does
not, however, certify that the watch was originally produced in this configuration.
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In the history of Rolex
chronographs, the 6234
marks the transition to
the three-part Oyster
case – bezel, caseband
and back – replacing the
screw-down single-piece.
The steel version of this
model was one of the
most widespread Rolex
chronographs, with 2250
examples; whereas for
the version in gold the
Geneva house proved to
be more cautious. Cases
were made in yellow
gold; Our research
indicates that between
1956 and 1961, only 108
examples were produced
in 14-carat yellow gold,
while fewer were cased
in 18-carat yellow gold.
And, it is precisely the
14-carat gold that tells
the commercial story of
this example, which left
the factory in 1961: a
gold fineness that Rolex
destined for the North
American market.

Dossier



Setting this 6234 apart
is its dial, which

exhibits a radial silver
sunburst finish. Thin

beams extend outwards
from the centre,

changing glows of light
by tilting the wrist. This

elegant choice brings
forward the soleil finish

that will become the
hallmark of the dials
which would appear

later on, firstly on the
6238 and then on the

Daytona. The three
subsidiary registers are

centrally positioned and
the two historic Rolex

chronograph scales run
along the outer rim. The

black tachymeter and
the blue telemeter: the

latter graduated in miles
– as further proof of its

overseas destination.
Finally, the gold indexes

are applied on the dial.



With a diameter of 36
millimetres, the 14-carat
yellow gold case is built

in three parts, according
to the waterproof Oyster

system. The back and
the crown are screwed to

the case; the bezel is a
smooth and slightly

domed element, which
immediately strikes for

its rotundness. It is
designed to pressure fit

on the caseband by
means of a tool, together
with the acrylic crystal.



The right side of the case displays the operating elements.
The Twinlock crown is screwed onto the caseband, used for
winding and time setting, ensuring the water resistance; two
round waterproof pushers activate the start-stop at two o’clock
and the reset at four o’clock. The sturdy lugs with downwards
tips complete the tonneau form that distinguished the Rolex
chronographs at that time, as well as in the coming years.
The serial is pantographed inbetween the lugs at six o’clock.

The gold 6234 seems to exemplify another manifestation of
the modern design of the 1950s: the Gran Turismo, when
mechanical precision and expression of performance began to
coexist with a new idea of elegance. The dial retains the visual
complexity of a technical instrument, yet the gold case softens
its rigour, turning the chronograph into an object in which
function and refinement reach a rare balance. The reference
number is pantographed between the lugs at twelve o’clock.



The screw-down case
back, tightened to
ensure the Oyster case,
internally bears the
factory hallmarks, the
metal indication stating
the 14k gold fineness,
with the Poinçon de
Maître 136, attributable
to the casemaker C.R.
Spillmann & Cie. Placed
beneath the logos is the
reference number 6234.



The movement pictured
here is a Valjoux, the

ébauche adopted by
Rolex on its manually-
wound chronographs,

chosen for its precision
and reliability, and

finished according to its
customary standards.

This example is the most
up-to-date version of its

day, the caliber 72 B, an
evolution of the earlier

calibre 72 A. Bearing
seventeen jewels, an in-
line lever escapement, a

Rolex Microstella
balance, a Breguet

hairspring and a shock-
absorber device. The

balance bridge displays
the punched “ROW”,

associated with
movements intended for

the United States,
further confirming the
American destination

of this chronograph.





THE PURPOSE OF ARCHIVIO PUCCI PAPALEO
Archivio Pucci Papaleo is an independent initia-
tive dedicated to the registration and documen-
tation of vintage timepieces. Inspired by the
logic of the most illustrious archives, it repre-
sents a selective and authoritative corpus, open
only to watches of great collectible significance,

at the discretion of Pucci Papaleo and the ap-
pointed connoisseurs. Through a professional
photographic survey, archiving captures the
identity of the watch at the moment of its regi-
stration in the Archive, offering a stable, perma-
nent and verifiable point of reference over time.

The Certificate of Registration states the date
and the registration number in Archivio Pucci
Papaleo. It will also be accompanied by the
photographic survey. The Certificate of Regi-
stration, together with the Photographic Dossier
realised, shall constitute a Monograph that will

be delivered to the commissioning party in
printed form as a dedicated editorial work.
A digital version will also be produced, in the
form of an unmodifiable PDF file, access to
which will be provided via a QR code; its use
is reserved for the commissioning party only.

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION

Archivio Pucci Papaleo operates as an indepen-
dent entity and is in no way affiliated with or
connected to Rolex SA or any other commercial
company. It is not an official authentication or
certification body and does not issue valuations,
nor expertise with legal or commercial value.
The decisions relating to registration and the
issued documents are based exclusively on the
personal, discretionary and independent opinion
of Pucci Papaleo or of connoisseurs appointed
by Archivio Pucci Papaleo, formulated on the ba-
sis of their experience. It is specified that also
such discretionary opinion does not in any way
constitute a certification of authenticity, nor an
expertise with legal or economic value, nor an

attestation of factory originality (configuration
and components exactly as left the factory).
Should a watch not meet the criteria established
for registration, no document will be issued and
no reasons — written or verbal — will be provi-
ded regarding the refusal of such registration.
The Archive disclaims any liability for any im-
proper, partial, or distorted use of its documents,
or for any evaluations made by third parties on
the basis thereof. All documents, images, videos
and texts produced and developed are the
exclusive property of Archivio Pucci Papaleo.
Any reproduction or use, even in part, of the Ar-
chive’s materials is prohibited without the prior
written authorisation of Archivio Pucci Papaleo.

DISCLAIMER

ROLEX REF. 6234
SERIAL NUMBER 807’497
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MOVEMENT CALIBER 72 B
YEAR 1961

www.archiviopuccipapaleo.com

Dossier 6234/807497.
Registered in the Archive
on the 27th of January 2026
with the number 120.


