ROLEX REF. 2508

SERIAL NUMBER 46876

18K YELLOW GOLD
MOVEMENT CAL.VALJOUX 22
YEAR 1938

This document certifies the registration of the watch in the Archivio Pucci Papaleo,
an independent archive dedicated to the selection and photographic documentation
of highly collectible vintage watches, preserved in excellent overall condition.

January 15, 2026

The watch accepted into the Archive is photographed in each of its individual parts, thus
establishing its reference identity within the Archive. Acceptance into the Archive does
not, however, certify that the watch was originally produced in this configuration.

PUCCI’'S OPINION

This example combines its rare historical interest with a remarkable state
of preservation. These features led us to register it in our Archive.

ARCHIVIO PUCCI PAPALEO

Recording Excellent Timepieces.

‘COIN-EDGE CHRONOGRAPH
Rolex, Ref. 2508, Serial 46°876
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Rolex chronographs
were first introduced in
the early 1930s. Aside
from telling time, these
models also recorded
intervals of time. The
production of the early
models was still very
limited. Yet, amongst
these, the 2508 marked
the difference due to its
‘consistent’ production
numbers. Its commercial
success led to the
realisation of a few
hundred pieces, in
different metals,
whereas other references
of the same period
counted a few tens of
examples. The design
choices that met the
market’s favour were
the second chronograph
pusher and a larger
coin-shaped case. As

a result, it visually
exhibited a more modern
appeal, quite far from
the earliest single-button
models, despite being
made within a close
range of years.
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The 2508 reference
sported a variety of
dials, featuring
differently coloured
backgrounds and scales,
and various indexes.
However, what the dials
all had in common was
the harmony achieved
in styling the fonts’
ensemble and the great
readability, while
visually abounding in
graphic elements.
Usually, two different
scales run along the
dial’s rim: the telemeter,
which measures the
distance to an event
based on the delay
between seeing it and
hearing it — such as a
lightning flash and the
ensuing thunder — and
the tachymeter, which
measures average speed
over a known distance.







The coin-designed case is built in three parts — the central
body, onto which the case back and the bezel are pressure-
fitted. Some references of the Rolex snap-back chronographs
made of precious metals were not full-solid gold blocks, but
with both the caseband and the contoured lugs hollowed
inside. This handicraft work allowed domed and protruding
shapes, forms that the machinery of the time could have never
milled from a single block of metal. As a result, the watch case
exhibits a visual charm that modern monoblock cases cannot
deliver back: curved lines and three-dimensional volumes that
if worked from a solid block, would be impossible to obtain.
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The right flank of the watch case is equipped with the winding
crown and two squared pushers that govern its chronograph
operations, the upper for start and stop functions, the lower
for the reset. This technical solution replaced the single button
of the earlier references, where one command — coaxial to
the winding crown or set at 2 o’clock — performed all the
operations and will later become successively standard for
wrist chronographs. The case profile on the right enhances the
contrasting visual impact between the sharp lines of the
square pushers, and the rounded shape of the middle case.
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The case back of the
2508 externally displays
a light satin finish,
bearing the engraved
reference and serial
numbers. Internally, it
features the inscriptions,
the institutional logos
and the punches
referable to the making
and the material of the
case. Furthermore, the
inner surface commonly
retains the typical
finishes of the period.
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