ROLEX REF. 2303
SERIAL NUMBER 022°323
STAYBRITE

MOVEMENT VALJOUX 69
CIRCA 1930

This document certifies the registration of the watch in the Archivio Pucci Papaleo,
an independent archive dedicated to the selection and photographic documentation
of highly collectible vintage watches, preserved in excellent overall condition.

January 15, 2026

The watch accepted into the Archive is photographed in each of its individual parts, thus
establishing its reference identity within the Archive. Acceptance into the Archive does
not, however, certify that the watch was originally produced in this configuration.

PUCCI’S OPINION

This example combines its rare historical interest with a remarkable state
of preservation. These features led us to register it in our Archive.

ARCHIVIO PUCCI PAPALEQ

Recording Excellent Timepieces.

‘PICCOLINO MONOPUSHER'’

Rolex, Ref. 2303, Serial 022’323




Today, it seems unlikely
to date precisely the
birth of the Rolex
chronograph, yet
establishing it in the
early 1930s is not so far
from truth. In those
years Rolex developed

a variety of shapes,
materials and dials, in
very limited production
numbers. The earliest
known advertisement,
dated 1936, put together
four wrist chronographs
— references 2508, 2022,
2023 and the 2303 — the
very first to narrate this
story. Presented as ‘the
smallest chronograph in
the world’, it encloses in
just 28 mm a complete
chronograph movement
with a single access
button. To concentrate
such a complex
mechanism in so little
space was a remarkable
achievement in times
when miniaturization
was a great challenge.



The dial exhibits a
refined two-tone silvered
layout, particularly rich

in elements: the two
registers — continuous
seconds and thirty-
minute counter — the
Arabic numeral indexes,
the minute track with
its fifth-of-a-second
division, the tachymeter
and the base-60 scales
running along the edge;
and lastly, the chrono-
graph hand, and the
leaf-shaped hour and
minute hands, all in
blued steel to complete
the design.
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